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Season’s Greetings

As 2011 comes to a close, it is a good time to reþect upon the
accomplishments of the previous months.  Although, the past year has
been a difýcult one ýlled with many uncertainties, it is still important to
take stock of the many blessings we have.
First off, I want to thank each and every one of you for your hard work and 
dedication.  It is because of you that I feel so fortunate to be able to say that I 
am the commissioner of the best correctional agency in the country.
As if keeping the public safe wasn’t enough, I am constantly amazed by your 
caring and generosity; not just for your fellow coworkers, but also for those 
less fortunate.  As an example, our staff recently donated more than $7,600 and 
1,500 pounds of food to the Governor’s Care and Share Food Drive.
For those of us lucky enough to spend the holidays in the comfort of our own 
homes, with our families, let us not forget our brave coworkers who are protecting 
our freedoms while selþessly serving in the armed forces.  I offer a heartfelt 
thank you for your service to our country.
Thank you also, to all of you who purchased a yellow ribbon in support of the 
more than 20 Department of Correction employees who are currently deployed 
around the world in the military.  Perhaps even more important than any ýnancial 
beneýt these brave men and women receive, is the emotional boost they get from 
the knowledge that their correctional family is thinking of them.
As I look to the coming year, I do so with conýdence and optimism that we will 
continue to set new standards as we implement our vision for the future.
With a deep appreciation and gratitude, I wish you and your families a happy 
and successful 2012.

      Sincerely,
        
      Leo C. Arnone
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Rededicated
Commissioner Administers Oath at State Capitol Ceremony

With Lt. Governor Nancy Wyman in attendance, many of the Connecticut Department of Correction’s top 
administrators were ofýcially sworn in by Commissioner Leo C. Arnone during a ceremony held at the State 

Capitol recently.  On Friday, November 
18, the Commissioner, his executive 
team, directors, administrators, and 
wardens from the facilities gathered 
in the opulent Old Judiciary Room 
of the Connecticut State Capitol to 
be sworn-in as part of the current 
administration.
In front of the family members of 
those being sworn in, Commissioner 
Arnone addressed the crowd and 
reminded them of the importance of 
such ceremonies.  “It is important for 
the agency and for the individual to 
publicly swear their allegiance with 
our mission of protecting the citizens 
of the state of Connecticut,” he said, 

while adding.  “So this will represent a new beginning, a rededication to 
your position and duties.”
Helping to make the occasion even more memorable was the presence 
of Lieutenant Governor Nancy Wyman, who also addressed the gathered 
throng of correctional family and friends.  She noted that she was conýdent 
that the individuals being sworn in would live up to the demanding 
challenges of their positions because, “I know the Commissioner has faith 
in you, and in all you do and with his faith, I know that he has picked 
some very strong people,” Wyman said.  She went on to thank those about 
to take the oath for all the work they have done, as well as the work they 
will do in the future.
After the Lt. Governorôs remarks, it was time for the actual swearing-in 
portion of the ceremony.  Deputy Commissioners James Dzurenda and 
Cheryl Cepelak were among the ýrst to take the oath.  Before it was all 
over, the entire executive team, three directors, both district administrators, 
and all the wardens (newly appointed as well as seasoned veterans) were 
sworn in.  
With a benediction from Director of Religious Services Father Anthony 
Bruno, the ceremony came to an end, allowing those gathered to share 
some light refreshments and to reþect on the words of Commissioner 
Arnone.  ñThis is also an opportunity to think of the importance and value 
of what we do for the state of Connecticut and its citizens every day.”

Commissioner Leo Arnone is þanked by the group of administrators
that had just been sworn in at the State Capitol.

The Departmentôs wardens are 
congratulated by members of the 
Executive Team after being sworn              

in by Commissioner Arnone.




